
                                       January 2023 Pastoral Thought 
 
     I’m writing this Pastoral Thought as Christmas Day approaches.  As I’ve been talking 
to people about Christmas 2022, people are saying it is such a strange Christmas with 
the corona virus and the Omicron variant still spiraling out of control. An additional 
medical concern is RSV afflicting young and old.  Many are concerned about a whole 
new set of factors that affect our celebration of Christmas this year.  Inflation is soaring 
making Christmas more expensive than last year. The price of gas has gone down 
before the elections last month, but are on the rise again. The price of groceries, 
shopping for presents, going out to dinner or to a movie has also increased and the 
“dollar menu” is a thing of the past.  Supply chain shortages and a rising crime rate 
contribute to worries and anxiety.  Churches are open but attendance is down with 
some preferring to watch Mass at home.  With so many negative things clouding our 
vision we might not see the blessings of this Christmas Season.  Our Heavenly Father 
loves and gives us many gifts that we call blessings.  The greatest is the gift of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ born the first Christmas Day.  God gives us many blessings that we might 
take for granted every day.  We continue to see the tremendous destruction of Ukraine.  
What they lost, we still have.  When is the last time we thanked God for our home, 
electricity and running water, for a bathroom with a door and toilet that flushes, for a 
refrigerator with food and a washer and dryer to do laundry?  Do we thank God for our 
family, friends, and people in our lives… even those who test us and try our patience?  
We are blessed.  Perhaps in this Christmas season and New Year we can take a 
moment to reflect on our lives, take an inventory, and thank God for the many blessings 
we take for granted everyday – blessings that maybe we haven’t said thank you for in a 
long time.  Many gifts and blessings are not found under the Christmas tree.  May God 
continue to bless us on Christmas and into the New Year. 
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